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Call to create
‘Friends of Minster
Gardens’ group
CBC’s Minster Project Team has
approached the Civic Society for help
with the Minster Gardens scheme. We
had made major contributions to the
project’s consultation phase and
refinement. Now that planning consent
has been granted, CBC is seeking our
help to establish a Friends’ Group for
the area, following Cheltenham’s
custom and best practice in other
areas of the town.
The Council has also sought help with
fundraising for specific elements of the
project, such as conservation work for
the five Grade II-listed ‘Dragon and
Onion’ lamp posts.

The Minster may be one of the town’s five Grade I-listed
buildings but its currently unloved grounds are
endearing it to no one. With the existing surrounding
buildings all turning their backs on the church, this
key public space can feel rather like ‘prime
mugging territory’. The lack of any oversight
attracts anti-social behaviour and in the
evening it feels even creepier.
CALL TO ACTION:
If you would like to help us with the
Friends project or fundraising, please
contact Andrew Booton:
chair@cheltcivicsoc.org

Oversight by the new MX building will
improve things considerably, as will
the proposed enhancements to
the gardens.
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Temporary
structure
changes

The new rules on
temporary structures

On 20 December, the
Government quietly
announced changes to
planning rules governing
temporary structures,
which had been
introduced to help
hospitality businesses
achieve social distancing
during Covid. Cheltenham Borough Council (CBC) was not aware of the change
until we told them, despite the Government’s claims that it had consulted on the
matter. We have seen no evidence of such a consultation, either of local
planning authorities or the wider public. CBC has now directed that temporary
structures can remain until September 2022, after which they will have to be
removed or regularised or applied for in accordance with the new measures.

Looking after the
town centre
Heath Gunter has taken over as
the new Chief Executive of
Cheltenham BID. He and Andrew
Booton recently met to discuss
ideas and priorities.
The first priority is to improve the
town centre, which is a shameful
mess at the moment. The
pavements and pedestrianised
areas are in a disgraceful
condition and we have
significant problems with antisocial behaviour, vandalism, litter
and street cleanliness. We have
convened a meeting with the
BID and CBC to discuss ideas to
improve the situation and will
keep you informed of progress.

Embedding best
practice
Andrew Booton has also met Cllr Paul
McCloskey, one of last year’s Civic
Awards Judges, to discuss ways to
improve how lessons are learnt and to
identify and embed best practice
within the planning system. Outcomes
will include proposals to improve
planning coherence and joint training.

In summary, temporary
structures must not be within
two metres of a residential
boundary, may not exceed three
metres (9’ 10”) in height, may not
be used to display
advertisements, and must
occupy no more than 50 square
metres or 50% of the building
footprint, whichever is the lesser.
Listed buildings and historic
visitor attractions are covered by
the same rules but their
temporary structures can only
remain in place for 120 days in
any 12-month period.

A better way to respect key buildings?
In November 2021, the Cheltenham
Trust applied for planning and listed
building consent to retain the
temporary ‘orangeries’ that it had
installed at Pittville Pump Room and
the Town Hall.

the Pump Room and the Town Hall.
The offer is to work in partnership
through working groups for each site
with Friends of Montpellier Bandstand
and Gardens (FOMBAG) and Friends of
Imperial Square
and Gardens
(FISG) for the
Town Hall, and
with Friends of
Pittville (FOP)
and Pittville
Pump Room
Revival (PPR) for
the Pump
Room.

Their
applications
were widely
opposed by the
Civic Society,
Historic England,
the Victorian
Society, the
Georgian Group
and many other
groups and
We hope that
individuals. It was
this proactive
generally
and cooperative
acknowledged
approach will
that the Trust
produce
should be
proposals that
permitted to
are better suited
enhance its
to such
The temporary orangery at the Pump Room
income streams
important
from hospitality but not to the
settings and through that help to
detriment of our historic fabric.
improve the relationship that the Trust
has with the town.
In light of the new rules on temporary
structures (see above) and the widely
CALL TO ACTION:
opposed applications, we have made
If you would like to participate in these
an offer to the Trust to help it develop
projects, please contact Peter Sayers
proposals for permanent structures at
planningforum@cheltcivicsoc.org
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Developing better planning policies
The St Philip and St James Area
Residents’ Association (SPJARA)
share our frustrations with CBC’s
incoherent application of extant
planning policies. They
approached us with proposals to
cooperate on a number of
planning matters.

Highway robbery?
The Civic Society continues to fight
against tarmac infills and we thought
that the large area of tarmac that
Western Power laid at the top of
Cambray Place was to be reinstated
correctly well within the timeframe
permitted by the New Roads & Street
Works Act 1990. Alas, just when we
thought that they were finally about to
do that work, the trench was dug up
again. Who knows why? But the odds
are that they simply forgot some other
essential connection the first time
round! And so we will have to wait
another few months for a proper
repair!

The first proposal acknowledged
the losing battle CBC faces with
changing front gardens into
driveways in the Conservation
Areas. Thus, we have made an
offer to CBC’s Director of Planning
to help draft a policy that
acknowledges the need but
which seeks to identify and
promote best practice so that we
can make the most of the
inevitable.

A decision on the matter is
expected after the new Head of
Planning starts on 16 February. If it
goes ahead, there is potential to
cooperate with similar projects,
such as updating the 15-year-old
Shopfront Design Guide.
CALL TO ACTION:
If you would like to be involved in
devising and reviewing policies,
please contact Peter Sayers
planningforum@cheltcivicsoc.org
No prior knowledge or experience
is needed. We simply need
people who are good observers,
analytical and have a good eye for
details.

Enforcement reports
Members continue to report concerns
over planning enforcement. These are
taken seriously by the Council’s
Enforcement Team and are always
assessed quickly and almost always
acted upon.
Thank you for helping to protect our
town, especially when works could

blight it, create unwelcome
precedents or cause damage to
heritage structures.
CALL TO ACTION:
If you see something of concern that is
planning related, please contact
chair@cheltcivicsoc.org, ideally with a
photo and brief description.

However, following our lobbying of
Gloucestershire County Council’s
Highways Department we have seen
some improvement in their
performance on picking up clutter
such as cones, barriers and road signs
that are no longer in use.
CALL TO ACTION:
If you have concerns over
reinstatement of inappropriate tarmac
infill or repairs, please contact
ssg@cheltcivicsoc.org
Or fill in our online form – see the link
on our website’s home page:
cheltcivicsoc.org
Please take and send us photos of the
issues.

AROUND TOWN:
At night, The Everyman becomes one of Cheltenham’s most interesting buildings
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‘Astounding
Inventions’
Heritage Open Days will run from
9-18 September this year with
the theme of ‘Astounding
Inventions’ aimed at celebrating
our rich history of invention,
industry and innovation. Our HODs
team will be working to highlight
local inventors and showcase
cutting edge innovations that
have helped change our world.
CALL TO ACTION:
If you would like to be involved
with the organisation, please
contact Sarah Harvey on
hods@cheltcivicsoc.org

Learn more about
the Civic Society
To find out more about what the Civic
Society does, visit our website (below),
If you like what you see and wish to
offer your support, membership costs
just £15 a year.

https://cheltcivicsoc.org

Regent Street listing rejected
In November, with the support of the Georgian Group and CBC’s Senior
Conservation Officer, we applied to Historic England for the listing of a terrace of
eight Regency townhouses. They are embedded in the bulk of Cavendish House
on Regent Street. With the help of Neela Mann and Jill Waller, we ascertained
that the houses were built c.1820-34 and are shown on Merrett's Map of 1834.
The 1855 Survey map identifies them as numbers 57-64 Regent Street. They
were probably started in the late 1820s and finished in the mid-1830s.
Unfortunately, despite the detailed evidence we provided, Historic England
deemed that the buildings do not fall into any of the three categories used by
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) to prioritise
resources on those sites that are most in need of protection. This is obviously
disappointing and seems to say more about HE’s resources and will than its
appetite for protection of our heritage. We will continue to press for their protection.
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