
Denny Stained Glass at St. Christopher’s Church, Warden Hill

Tom Denny has been creating stained glass windows on 
biblical and Christian themes for more than 30 years. His work 
is found in churches and chapels across Britain. Here in St. 
Christopher’s church in Warden Hill, we can make one unique 
claim: we are the only church to have ten Denny windows. 

In this small church it is easy to get close and to see the details.

When Tom Denny was chosen to design the first few windows in 1985, 
he was a young man, starting out as an artist and learning about stained 
glass. He designed and made “The Sower”, which was only his second 
ever design.

The Sower (1985) Matthew 13:3
The setting is an open extensive landscape 
with distant hills as found in the flatter parts 
of Western Ireland.

Denny’s overall theme is the parables of Jesus, many describing what the 
kingdom of God is like. He decided to focus on parables that are set in 
landscapes, each setting inspired by somewhere in the United Kingdom, a 
place Denny knew and that was special to him. 
“The Good Shepherd” is set in the wilderness of Sutherland, the area is 
littered with whiteish rocks where the single sheep, somewhat camouflaged, 
grazes. The colours of the shepherd mirror those of the landscape, perhaps 
reflecting his close relationship to the land.

The Good Shepherd (1990) Matthew 18:12

Over a ten-year period all ten windows were completed. The style, intensity of colour, and the techniques used to convey 
various effects vary, but the windows have been created as a set. Notably, the colours in a window tend to flow into its 
immediate neighbours as shown by “Consider the Lilies” and “The Ravens”:

The Ravens (1986) Luke 12:24
Set in the Western counties of Ireland, 
with the Skellig Isles out to sea. 

Consider the Lilies  (1990)
“Think of the lilies: they neither spin nor weave 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his splendour 
was not attired like one of them.” (Luke 12:27)

The Denny windows are, by their nature, somewhat abstract and it can be 
difficult to take in everything that the artist has put into each picture. One 
way to take in as much as possible is to look at a window and allow the 
eyes to relax. Generally, the more subtle elements in the picture will pop 
out. As an example, “The House on the Rock” contains people and 
domestic and farmyard animals, not all of which are immediately apparent. 
The last two windows to be made were “The House on the Rock” and “The 
City on a Hill”, these are the most abstract windows of all.

“The House on the Rock” (1994) Matthew 7: 24-27

“The City on a Hill” (1995) Matthew 5: 14,16.
“You are a light for all the world. A town that stands on a hill cannot be hidden.
Like the lamp you must shed light among your fellows, so that, when they see the 
good you do, they may give praise”.

The valley in this picture depicts the steep-sided Wye valley near Tintern.

Texts are taken from the Revised English Bible


